
	Bi-lingual, Bi-cultural, 
able to slip from "How's life?" 
to "Me'stan volviendo loca," 
able to sit in a paneled office 
drafting memos in smooth English, 
able to order in fluent Spanish 
at a Mexican restaurant, 
American but hyphenated, 
viewed by Anglos as perhaps exotic, 
perhaps inferior, definitely different, 
viewed by Mexicans as alien, 
(their eyes say, "You may speak 
Spanish but you're not like me") 
an American to Mexicans 
a Mexican to Americans 
a handy token 
sliding back and forth 
between the fringes of both worlds 
by smiling 
by masking the discomfort 
of being pre-judged 
Bi-laterally.


QUESTIONS:

Who is the speaker of this poem?   

(What two roles/identities does the speaker have?)

What is the speaker talking about? (What is the speaker’s conflict?)
What is the significance of the title? (How is it ironic or contradictory?)

FREE WRITE (in your journal)

Write about a time you felt “hyphenated.” 

What two roles/identities of yours are in conflict? Write (for more specific guidance – steps—look below.
“Legal Alien” Poem Modeling

  your Turn…
We live in a society that is anxious to categorize; in class, we’ve discussed that people are expected to fit one specific group.  However, in life (as we learned from our identity pies), we have many different roles that we play, and often these roles, or goals that we have, conflict making it difficult to identify ourselves with only one group of people.

1. List your roles (as we did with our narratives)

2. List your priorities of how you are perceived – being liked, being smart, being good at sports, being cool…

3. Choose two conflicting roles or priorities

4. Write one on each side of your paper

5. Generate a list of items – things you say, ways you act, how people perceive you for each item. Think of words other than “Able to” (play with other variations – “afraid to” “allowed to” etc…)

Name:________________________________
“Legal Alien” Poem Modeling

  your Turn…
We live in a society that is anxious to categorize by race, class, gender, and other identity markers. We’ve discussed that people are expected to fit one specific group. However, in life, we have many different roles that we play, and often these roles or goals that we have conflict, making it difficult to identify ourselves with only one group of people (like Dr. Pelotte’s original board activity). 
1. List your different roles 

2. List your priorities of how you are perceived – being liked, being smart, being good at sports, being cool…

3. Choose two conflicting roles or priorities (like you did in “Borges and I”)

4. Write one on each side of your paper

5. Generate a list of items – things you say, ways you act, how people perceive you for each item. Think of words other than “Able to” (play with other variations – “afraid to” “allowed to”  “viewed as” etc…)

6. Write your own version of a “dual role” poem.

Guidelines: 

· Minimum of 10 lines long

· No rhyme

· Add or delete anything

· Add line breaks and punctuation

· Must LOOK and SOUND like a poem

· Final draft must be TYPED.

Extra Credit( Illustrate your poem and/or read your finished poem out loud to the class.

Final poem due:____________________________________________________

AZ-Chi
Able to navigate the maze-like “EL” train

That circles the Loop in a tangle of red, blue, brown, green, purple.

And find the way on smog-filled freeways
Take the 101 to the 60 to the 10 and back home again.

Afraid of the 110 degree days 

That descend upon the desert

Five months out of the year.

In love with the frigid air

Of Grant Park in January,

The waters of Lake Michigan

Curling like a vast glacier

Under the frozen toes of the city.

Viewed by tourists in cowboy hats

As perhaps boring, maybe unexpected,

Definitely not “Southwest.”

“Were you expecting a southern accent?”

Knowledgeable enough about Chi-town to know that 

The best hot dogs

Must come in a warm, poppy-seed bun,

No ketchup!
While at the same time arguing

The best tacos cannot be found in a restaurant

But at my friend, Tere’s house, 

Corn tortillas, warm and delicate,

Are a must!

As at home on Michigan Avenue

As I am on a hiking trail

Able to dodge BMX-ers 

With the same ease

That I dodge taxicabs

A woman of the Wild West

With a Midwestern sensibility.

