“A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift


Name:_____________________________________

Background Information:
· During this period, England treated Ireland like a colony, plundering its resources and then selling the Irish the goods made from those resources.  During Swift’s time important goals for Ireland were to circulate money within its borders and to grow and manufacture its own goods.  
· The tenant farm system in Ireland caused individuals and families to become permanently indebted to landowners.  A farmer could work all year and still owe more than was made on the farm.
· In the late 1720s, Irish harvests had been so poor for several years that farmers couldn’t afford to pay the rents demanded by their English landlords.  Beggars and starving children appeared everywhere.  Money was in short supply, and most of it was shipped off to England.

· In response to this problem, Swift wrote a pamphlet that offered an outrageous solution to these problems of famine and human misery.

1.  Purpose of “A Modest Proposal”:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Persuasive Writing Techniques used in “A Modest Proposal”
· Logical appeals (Logos):  an appeal to an audience’s rational judgment by giving reasons supported by evidence, such as examples, statistics, or expert opinions.
· Emotional appeals (Pathos):   an appeal to the feelings or imagination of the audience. Pathos evoke feelings in the audience in order to convince them of a point of view or to motivate them to action
· Ethical appeals (Ethos):  an appeal to the morality of the audience.  For example, a speaker might make an argument in favor of fuel-efficient cars by pointing out the environmental benefits to driving these cars.  Ethos establishes the writer’s qualifications and sincerity toward the topic being satirized.
2.  Find as many examples as possible for each kind of appeal that Swift uses in “A Modest Proposal.” Record your answers in the chart below.  Document your supporting details.

   

Logos




Pathos



                      Ethos________
3.  The diction of “A Modest Proposal” helps convey its irony and persuasive appeal.  In the chart below, record Swift’s use of accounting terms and animal imagers to satirize the dehumanization of the Irish poor.  Document your supporting details.

________________Accounting terms__________________                    _____Animal images_____________

4. The humor of the satirist almost always involves irony (a discrepancy between what is said and what is actually meant, or between what we expect and what actually happens), hyperbole (exaggeration or overstatement to prove a point), and incongruity (a kind of irony that brings together two ideas, events, or people that do not belong together).  Find examples of any of these tools of satire, Swift uses in “A Modest Proposal.”  Record your answers in the chart below.  Document your supporting details.
Irony




Hyperbole



Incongruity___________________

5.  Writers may use the passive voice to conceal the identity of the person performing the action.  Where and why does Swift use passive voice for this purpose in the second paragraph of his pamphlet?
6.  Satires are often humorous.  “A Modest Proposal” may make us laugh, but it is often laughter of a bitter kind, arising from anger and indignation at human vices and crimes.  Find examples of humor in “A Modest Proposal.”  
7.  List the six advantages of the speaker’s proposal.

8.  Who profits from these “advantages”?  Who suffers?
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