The Stranger Study Guide

By: Albert Camus

This study guide is due when we return from winter break.  This must be typed and submitted to Turnitin.com. Please type your answers in 12pt. font, Times New Roman. Use complete sentences. Please bring a printed copy to class.
HEADING: Name, date, teacher, The Stranger  Study Guide

Study Guide Questions:

PART I –

Chapter 1

1. Read the first paragraph in the novel and comment on Meursault’s response to his mother’s death.

2. What’s significant about Meursault’s response to the soldier?

3. Why hasn’t Meursault gone to visit his mother in the nursing home?

4. How do the residents react when another resident dies?

5. What simile does Camus use at the bottom of page 5? Is it effective? Why or why not?

6. What unusual request had Maman made for her funeral service? Why do you think . she made it?

7. Why doesn’t Meursault want to see his mother in the casket?

8. What’s unusual about the description in the visiting room (p. 7)?

9. What disrespectful act does Meursault commit at the bottom of p. 8? How might you explain this type of behavior?

10. Why does Camus choose to have Meursault experience his environment so sensually? (See top of p. 4 and middle of p. 9)

11. Why is it hard for Meursault to believe that his mother’s friends exist? (see bottom of p. 9)

12. Why does Meursault have the feeling that his mother’s friends are there to judge him?

13. What is unusual about Meursault’s reaction to hearing his mother’s friend cry?

14. Identify some unusual diction that Camus chooses to use to describe this scene.

15. What surprises Meursault the next morning after the vigil?

16. Who is Thomas Perez and why has he been allowed to join the funeral procession?

17. What does the hearse remind Meursault of? Why might this be significant?

18. What’s unusual about the description of the funeral procession and how Meursault reacts to it?

19. List examples of imagery at the top of p. 17 and explain what the imagery represents.

20. What’s unusual about the description of Maman’s burial and Meursault’s reaction to it?

Chapter 2

1. Why does Camus choose to have Meursault meet Marie Cardona at the beach the day after his mother’s funeral?

2. Why doesn’t Meursault like Sundays?

3. Why is there an emphasis on families doing family activities in the chapter?

4. What disturbing statement does Meursault make at the end of this chapter?

5. What is the significance of this statement?

Chapter 3

1. Why is Meursault’s boss relieved to hear Meursault’s mother’s age?

2. What is interesting about the description of Salamano and his dog?

3. What is peculiar about Meursault’s response to Salamano’s beating of the dog?

4. What  is  significant  about  Sintes’s  comment  to  Meursault  about

Salamano’s beating of the dog?

5. Why does Meursault choose to eat dinner with Sintes?

6. Does Meursault want to be a “pal” to Sintes?  Explain.

7. Why has Sintes been involved in a fight?

8. Why does Sintes beat his mistress?

9. What’s ironic about the reason he beats his mistress?

10. In addition to beating his mistress, what else does Sintes consider doing to her?

11. Why does Meursault write the letter for Sintes?

12. Is there anything significant about the woman being “Moorish”?

13. What is Sintes’s reaction to Maman’s death?

Chapter 4

1. At  the  beginning  of  Chapter  4,  why  does  Camus  emphasize

Meursault’s libidinous feelings for Marie?

2. How does Camus capture a frenetic pace in the first full paragraph at the top of p. 35?

3. What’s unusual about Meursault’s comment to Marie after she asks him if he loves her?

4. Why does his comment offend our sensibilities?

5. So much of the meaning of this novel is captured more by what

Meursault doesn’t say or doesn’t do. Give some examples from the novel to support this idea.

6. What is significant about the lunch that Marie and Meursault share after Sintes has beaten his mistress?

7. Why does Camus choose to have Meursault agree to testify against the mistress?

8. What’s peculiar about Meursault’s not wanting to go to a whorehouse?

9. What event occurs in this chapter that shows another dimension to

Salamano’s relationship with his dog?

10. Read the last three sentences at the bottom of page 39 and comment on their significance.

Chapter 5

1. What philosophy does Camus allude to on page 41?

2. Is Meursault being honest or callous with Marie at the bottom of p.

41?

3. How does Camus highlight Meursault’s objectivity at the top of p. 42?

4. Why does Camus choose to detail the woman’s actions on p. 43?

5. Why does Camus describe this woman as having “robotlike movements”?

6. What is significant about Meursault’s comment to Salamano regarding his dog?

7. What shocks Meursault about hearing what the neighbors think of him for putting Maman in a nursing home?

8. What is interesting about the description of Salamano at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 6

1. What simile does Camus use to describe how the Arabs are looking at Raymond and Meursault?

2. What is significant about this simile?

3. Why do you think Camus emphasizes the sun’s effects on Meursault?

4. How would you characterize the relationship between Meursault and Marie?

5. What are their separate reasons for the relationship?

6. What happens during the encounter with the Arabs on the beach?

7. When Raymond and Meurseult meet the Arabs again later that afternoon, what is unusual about the Arabs’ reactions?

8. What does Meurseult realize about the choice he has during this second confrontation?

9. Why does Meurseult choose to return to the beach yet again?

10. What does his statement—“To stay or to go, it amounted to the same thing”—reflect?

11. When Meurseult meets the Arab for the third time, what’s significant about the way in which Meurseult “grips” the gun?

12. How does Camus create a surreal effect on p. 59?

13. What’s interesting about the sentence “The trigger gave”?

14. Why does Meurseult kill the Arab? And why does he shoot multiple times?

15. What does the last sentence in Part I mean?

PART II –

Chapter 1

1. How does Meurseult react to his arrest?

2. Why does the lawyer question Meurseult about his mother’s funeral?

3. What comment does Meurseult make that greatly disturbs the lawyer?

4. What does Meurseult mean when he says, “my physical needs often got in the way of my feelings”?

5. When the lawyer asks Meurseult whether he was holding back his

“natural feelings” the day of the funeral, Meurseult says, “No, because it’s not true.” How do you explain this response?

6. What does Meurseult feel compelled to point out to the lawyer?  (p.

66)

7. What can’t the Magistrate understand about Meurseult’s actions? (p.

68)

8. What does the Magistrate implore Meurseult to do?  Why?

9. Is the Magistrate bothered by Meurseult’s callousness or honesty? (p.

69)

10. What is the Magistrate’s epithet for Meurseult? What’s ironic about Meurseult’s reaction to the Magistrate’s interactions with him?

Chapter 2

1. Who comes to visit Meurseult in prison?

2. What do you find interesting about this meeting?  Why?

3. How does Camus use juxtaposition in this scene and for what effect? (see p. 76)

4. What was the hardest thing about being imprisoned for Meurseult?

5. What’s ironic about how Meurseult manages to endure prison life?

6. What torments Meurseult the most in prison? Why are these particular feelings significant?

7. What is the significance of the “story about the Czechoslovakian”?

8. Why does this story fascinate Meurseult so?

Chapter 3

1. Why is the court’s docket significant for the day of Meurseult’s case?

2. What is parricide?  Why does Camus include this crime?

3. How does Meurseult react to his day in court?

4. What peculiar idea comes to Meurseult as he enters the courtroom?

5. Why are the people so interested in the parricide case and Meurseult’s case?

6. Why does Camus take such care in describing what the judges are wearing?

7. Why is the judge more interested in the way Meurseult treated his mother than he is in the actual murder?

8. What is significant about Meurseult’s urge to cry during these deliberations?

9. Why is the cigarette incident brought up again at the trial?

10. Why is the tryst between Meurseult and Marie brought into the trial?

11. What is the full import of the last sentence: “And yet something had changed, since it was back to my cell that I went to wait for the next day

… as if familiar paths traced in summer skies could lead as easily to prison as to the sleep of the innocent”?

Chapter 4

1. Why doesn’t Meurseult show remorse for his actions?

2. What is significant about the prosecutor’s comment “Especially we find it has in this man, an abyss threatening to swallow up society”?

3. What memories does Camus catalog at the bottom of p. 104?  Why?

4. How does Meurseult react to the verdict of beheading?

Chapter 5

1. Why doesn’t Meurseult want to see the chaplain?

2. What is the purpose of the “machinery” metaphor on p. 109?

3. What is the significance of the story Maman tells Meurseult about his father?

4. What is interesting about Meurseult’s reflections on life and the length of one’s life?

5. Why is this so disturbing for us?

6. Is Meurseult acting morally or immorally during his conversation with the chaplain?

7. What frightening proposition does Meurseult make to the chaplain?

8. What’s significant about Meurseult’s comment “[The chaplain] seemed so certain about everything, didn’t he? And yet none of his certainties was worth one hair of a woman’s head. He wasn’t even sure he was alive, because he was living like a dead man. Whereas it looked as if I was the one who’d come up emptyhanded. But I was sure about me, about everything, surer than he could ever be, sure of my life and sure of the death I had waiting for me” ?

9. Why are the chaplain’s eyes “full of tears”?

10. What is significant about Meurseult’s reflections about Maman?

11. What does Meurseult mean when he says, “I opened myself to the gentle indifference of the world. Finding it so much like myself—so like a brother, really—I felt that I had been happy and that I was happy again. For everything to be consummated, for me to feel less alone, I had only to wish that there be a large crowd of spectators the day of my execution and that they greet me with cries of hate”?

12. As an insightful psychologist, what would you say about Meurseult’s character?

