Dr. Pelotte

Name:__________________________
Introducing: Shakespeare 
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Directions:
        As you visit each language station, read the posters and take notes.
        Read the station directions BEFORE beginning the tasks.
        Complete the tasks in black ink pen, please!
        When the timer beeps, you’ll need to move to the next station.  If you need to return to a station, you will have time at the end of the session! 
These activities will help familiarize you with some of the most fascinating, intimidating, and interesting aspects of Shakespeare’s language.  
You will be able to have some fun with these activities, but keep in mind that you will need to learn and understand these language concepts. You will need them throughout your reading of the play, Macbeth, and knowing these concepts will make reading the play easier and more enjoyable. 
So….have fun while completing the tasks and learn a thing or two about the language of the most celebrated author of all times!  
If you were absent for the language stations, you will need to come in during advisory or during lunch to complete the packet.  
 Station # 1                Will’s Words
The estimated vocabulary of an educated person TODAY is 15,000 words. Shakespeare’s vocabulary was 30,000 words!
These are just a few of the 1,500 words Shakespeare ADDED TO the English language! Yes! He made them up! 
	Assassination
Accommodation
Zany
Employer
Catlike
Obscene
	Downstairs
Reliance
Loveletter
Useless
Eyeball
Radiance
	Indistinguishable
Employment
Bump
Droplet
Dislocate
Uneducated
	Swagger
Tardiness
Watchdog
Premediate
Useful
Puking


TASK ONE:  Invent 2 words of your own!!
Four STARTING POINTS:
1.      Onomatopoeic words (describe sound)   
2.      Compound words (2 or more words combined)
3.      Descriptive words (about people, places, things, etc… For example you might create a word to describe a heavy coffee drinker, a person who causes you embarrassment, or a really bad hair day.)
4.      Utterly creative words (Use your wonderful imaginations!!)WRITE YOUR WORDS AND TELL WHAT THEY MEAN
1.

Meaning:
2. 

Meaning:
TASK TWO: 

Use the Elizabethan Language Terms sheet to translate the following words and phrases into modern day English:

	Thee
	
	Marry
	
	Hark
	

	Whithal
	
	Privy
	
	Plague
	

	Anon
	
	Woo
	
	Sirrah
	

	E’en
	
	Woe
	
	Wherefore
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Station #2 Blank Verse 
Shakespeare and other playwrights during the Elizabethan Age wrote their plays in BLANK VERSE, although some characters (usually of low social status) spoke in prose. Elizabethans didn’t speak in blank verse in conversation, but they expected plays to have a specific rhythm and form.  So, what is blank verse? 
Blank verse is any number of unrhymed iambic pentameter lines.  HUH?!!?  Shakespeare wrote his plays in a regular meter. Each line of his play has 10 syllables. 5 of these syllables in each line were stressed and 5 were unstressed.  One IAMB has 2 syllables – one stressed and one unstressed. 
Please watch the short video at this station.
 
(It ought) (to read) (like this) (for each) (ten lines). 
Iamb1             Iamb 2        Iamb 3            Iamb 4          Iamb 5
 
Look at this example from Romeo and Juliet: 
But, soft! What light through yonder window breaks? 
 
Notice that it is not WORDS that we are concerned about, it is SYLLABLES!! This is how we would divide the line into iambs:
(But, soft)! (What light) (through yon) (der win) (dow breaks)?
Iamb 1            Iamb 2             Iamb 3              Iamb 4              Iamb 5
 
YOUR TASKS: 
Task One:
Divide the following lines into iambs and show which syllables should be stressed and which should be unstressed
 (put a / above a stressed syllable (the louder one) and an x above the unstressed syllable):  

Who is already sick and pale with grief
 
Be not her maid, since she is envious
 
It is my lady, oh, it is my love!
TASK 2 
Read  the following speech from Romeo and Juliet. 
O Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art thou Romeo? 
         Deny thy father and refuse thy name; 
         Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love, 
         And I'll no longer be a Capulet.
Is it in perfect blank verse? Why or why not? 
It will help you to count syllables (remember blank verse should have 10 syllables per line)
_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Station #3 Shakespeare’s Insults
Shakespeare is the KING of colorful, creative INSULTS! 
Task One: Combine one word from each of the three columns from the “Create Your Own Shakespearean Insults” sheet to create 3 insults. 
1.
2.
3. 
Create a context for ONE of your insults by filling in the blanks: 
I might call someone a  ___________________________________ if he or she ___________________________________________________________________. 
Task Two:  In our lives we have lots of times when we get angry and want to insult people. What are some situations that really make you want to insult someone?  
1. 
2. 
3.  
4.
What do you think would have made people really stinking mad in Shakespeare’s day? 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

4.

 Station # 4 – Slanguage
Shakespeare’s use of Slang made his plays enormously popular among common, ordinary citizens (remember the groundlings from the movie?).  
The meaning of slang terms varies WIDELY from generation to generation. That’s why Shakespeare is often difficult to understand (just like your grandma doesn’t know what you mean by “phat” or “chillin”).  
People often develop the misconception that Shakespeare used difficult, highly- intellectual words. THAT IS NOT THE CASE!! Shakespeare’s language is often BOLD, bawdy, daring and inventive! 
Some examples of slang from the 1950’s:
The phrase “the cat’s pajamas” meant “really cool”
“Daddy-O: = “dude”
“I dig it” = “I get it” 
See how much slang has changed in just a few decades? Imagine how much it has changed since 1594!  
TASK ONE:
Brainstorm with your group to generate a list of 5 slang words that are popular with YOUR generation. G RATED ONLY!!! List the words and their meanings. 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5. 
 
Station # 5– Which is Witch?
As you watch the three versions of the opening scene of Macbeth, take notes in the spaces below:

	Version #1
	Version #2
	Version #3 

	
	
	


1. Choose ONE of the two versions you saw and explain what effect the director of the film version was trying to create in this scene and explain HOW this effect was created. 

2. Compare the three film versions you saw. What were similarities and differences? What were the similar and different effects created?
3. From watching this scene, what can you predict the play will be about?
Shakespearean Homework
Directions: Complete the rest of this packet for homework. It may be difficult and if you need help please see Dr. Pelotte right away!
Shakespeare is Everywhere! Many people are quoting Shakespeare and don’t even know it! These expressions have stood the test of time. 
Using the internet, books, or any other resource (including people), finish the following expressions and WRITE THE DEFINITION OF THE EXPRESSION under each.
1.      “The be-all and the _____ - _________”
2.       “Neither a borrower nor a lender ______.”
3.      “Parting is such sweet ______________”
4.       “Such stuff as _____________ are made on.”
5.      “What’s done is _____________.”
TASK TWO
Fill in the missing word in each phrase or expression below. For those you don’t know, start asking around or consult some resources! 
1.      A dish fit for a ________________.
2.      _____________ as a doornail.
3.      Plain as the _____________ on one’s face.
4.      _________ or swim.
5.      It was ____________ to me.
6.      To thine own ______________ be true.
7.      He hath eaten me out of house and __________________.
